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Upcoming Events
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PayForIt Band Boosters
Progress Book ChOrD

A Message from the Principal
Greetings, SHHS Families, and GO TRIBE!!!
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences are coming up in a couple of weeks.
To ensure your child's success in school, I encourage you to take
advantage of this first round of conferences to meet with your
child's teachers, especially if you have any questions or concerns
once final grades are issued for the first quarter, which ends today.
In an effort to accommodate everyone's work and life schedules,
our conferences are scheduled as follows:

Monday, November 7, from 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Tuesday, November 8, from 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Remember, there is no school for students on these days. However, I strongly
encourage you to bring your child to any scheduled conferences, as conversations
involving the parent, teacher, and the student can be extremely beneficial for your
child. More information on conferences coming soon.
 
My sincere thanks and appreciation to the many parents and families who have
spoken with me about ideas for improving Homecoming and other dances and
events, so we can be sure to offer experiences that are enjoyable, welcoming, and
safe for all of our students and guests. As Principal, I believe it is very important
that our improved experiences are comprehensive in nature. This means that,
while we may implement breathalyzers at future dances (Winter Formal is next in
February, followed by Prom in the Spring), we will also provide the following:

Educational opportunities for students at school, to help them learn the
dangers and consequences of abusing drugs and alcohol, and also to help
them and their friends learn how to positively support each other, and how to
avoid or safely remove themselves and their friends from dangerous/risky
situations.
Educational opportunities for parents and families to help support our
children through collaborative school and community efforts.
Robust advance communication for students and families prior to each
event.
Speakers/Assemblies for students prior to each event.

As always, your constructive ideas and suggestions are welcome!
 
As we work to provide equitable opportunities and bridge our opportunity gap, I
wanted to provide an update of some of the aspects of the multifaceted approach
we are taking to address this issue. As this is such a complex issue, this will be an
ongoing conversation this year and beyond.

Implicit Bias- As a staff, we are working to understand how our implicit biases
impact our students, families, and each other. Throughout the year, we are
taking Harvard University's implicit bias assessment, and having safe and
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critical conversations with each other about how to improve our awareness
and practice. I encourage you to take this assessment and discuss with your
family and friends. Click on "I wish to proceed", then select the "Race IAT"
(fourth one down). Allow yourself a quiet environment in which you can focus
without interruption for approximately 20 minutes. Feel free to contact me
with questions or comments.
Parent Advisory Group (PAG) - Our PAG has met three times, and is quickly
getting down to business by forming teams within the group to address key
issues. Parents are engaging in bold and meaningful work and fearlessly
embracing leadership roles. As our work develops, we will share it later this
year. If you'd like to get involved, we would love to have you! Our next
meeting is Tuesday, November 15, from 6:30-8:00 pm in the HS Cafeteria.
Student Leadership Team (SLT) - At the urging of the SHHS Student Council,
we have formed a Student Leadership Team (SLT) that is engaging in the
same work as our PAG, but from the student perspective. As our work
develops and evolves, our SLT will also be sharing with our educational
community. Stay tuned!
Micro-aggressions - One frequently asked question we get from parents and
families is, "How can we help support this work?" One way you can help is
by speaking with your children and each other about micro-aggressions,
understanding what they are, why they hurt, and what we can do about them.
While overt bullying and racism still occurs in school, covert actions are more
prevalent. Dictionary.com defines the term as follows: A micro-aggression is
a subtle but offensive comment or action directed at a minority or other non-
dominant group that is often unintentional or unconsciously reinforces a
stereotype. Example: "Idon'tseeyouasblack." Here are two articles that
provide more information about micro-aggression: Unmasking 'racial micro
aggressions' and Microaggressions: More than Just Race

Thanks again for all you do as parents and families to work with us to support your
children--our students. It truly does take a village! 

Jonathan G. Kuehnle, B.S.Ed., B.A., M.Ed.
Principal, Shaker Heights High School
Office: (216) 295-4201, Cell: (216) 318-5982
Email: kuehnle_j@shaker.org
Twitter: @ShakerPrincipal

SHHS School & PTO News
Parent Teacher Conferences
Parent Teacher conferences will be held November 7 and 8. Conference
scheduling begins next week. Please look for your letter in the mail with your
student's information and instructions on how to schedule your conferences. 

SHHS CommUnity Builders Meeting
Interested in connecting with other SHHS families to intentionally and joyfully build
community? The SHHS CommUnity Builders is a part of our PTO, and all are
welcome to join us at our next meeting on October 26, 6:30-8:00 pm. Contact Lisa
Hamilton (780-2269) or Lisa Vahey (312-520-2763) and we'll make sure you get all
the info and are added to the mailing list. Thank you!
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Interested In Gardening and Helping Our Garden Grow?
Under the direction of Paula Damm, we are creating a new PTO Committee - a
Parent Gardening Group - to help with planning and maintenance of the Audrey
Stout Learning Garden. Are you interested in helping? Interested in getting to know
some of the individuals involved with our garden? Please contact Paula Damm.

A Note of Appreciation to our Wonderful Staff from the PTO
This week, each high school staff person received a small note attached to a 1 oz
package of Goldfish crackers: "It's o-FISH-al! SHHS has the BEST STAFF in the
World! Enjoy ~ SHHS PTO". We want the staff to know, in large ways and small,
that the PTO values and appreciates them and all they do.

 

Picture Retake Date Change
The date for picture retakes has changed from what is in the printed Shaker
calendar. The date for picture retakes is now Thursday, November 10.

Band Trip Fundraiser
Band students can start raising money now for the 2019
International Band Trip by selling Malley's candy and Indian River
Groves fruit. To participate, click here and follow the prompts to
register for the candy sale. All band students are automatically
registered to sell fruit.  You will also find answers to frequently
asked questions there. 
 
For questions about the candy fundraiser, contact Jennifer Proe or Rachel
Feinleib. For questions about the fruit fundraiser, contact Marcy Robbins or Jenny
Mills. For questions regarding any trip fund balances, contact Elizabeth Parsons.

Parents, Get Involved!
We want your participation in the High School Parent Teacher Organization. Our
mission is "facilitating the active and informed involvement of ALL parents and
families to achieve the educational success and well-being of ALL children." Never
been part of PTO leadership before?  It's never too late to get involved.  PTO is a
great way to meet other parents and share your ideas.  The nominating committee
is meeting soon to put together a slate of officers and chairpeople for next school
year.
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Click here to let us know you're interested in getting involved, or feel free to contact
any of the nominating committee members listed below.  Thank you!
 
Tammy Bell
Renee Boyle, co-chair
Lisa Hamilton
Velvet Landingham
Shiela McCall
Tony Peebles
Timeka Rashid
Yvette Reynolds
Lisa Vahey
Susan Vodrey, co-chair

Are you involved in Science and interested in creating a STEM
opportunity for the HS community?
The High School PTO is organizing a Science Cafe for students and families at the
High School December 7 from 7-9 pm.  We invite parents and guardians who are
working in the STEM fields to volunteer and offer an engaging activity or talk to
students and other community members about what they do (research, inventions,
discoveries) to enrich their field. There will be a question and answer session after
the presentation, in addition to pizza and refreshments. Please contact Monika Biro
at 216-292-7579 today, if you are interested in presenting.  We are excited about
offering our first Science Cafe evening at Shaker Heights.   

Program for Parents: Think Before You Drink
The SHHS PTO is co-sponsoring a SAY (Social Advocates for Youth)
Program: Think Before You Drink: Raising Awareness of Underage Drinking. The
program is Wednesday, November 9 at 6:30 pm. Please RSVP to Nancy
Schaumberg so that they know how many people to expect. Underage drinking
continues to be a concern for us all and we look forward to learning more about the
impact of alcohol on the developing brain and tips on how to help keep our children
safe. Click here for more information. 

Gristmill Yearbook 
Think it's too early in the year to order your student's yearbook? Think again!  The
yearbook is now available to order for the low price of $55. Order soon before the
price increases to $60!  Books may be purchased in the main office, through Pay
For It, or by ordering through Jostens' website.

NEW for this year is the Gristmill Yearbook website.  It contains important
information such as student picture dates, senior photo deadlines & requirements,
as well as purchasing a senior recognition ad for your class of 2017 student(s)!

Guidance Department News
New Financial Aid Meeting Added for 12th Grade Parents and
Guardians
Mark your calendars!  Please join the Guidance Department for our Financial Aid
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Meeting on Wed., October 26 at 7 pm in the Upper Cafeteria.This is will be the last
formal presentation on financial aid for our Class of 2017 families.  There will be no
financial aid meeting in January as previously scheduled. We moved the meeting
up due to the earlier release of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA).  Topics will include the Cost of Attendance (COA), the Expected Family
Contribution (EFC), Financial Need, the types of Financial Aid such as
scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study, the FAFSA process, and the CSS
Profile/ Institutional Financial Aid forms. We hope to offer guidance through the
steps and challenges of choosing post-high school plans that are a "financial fit" for
your family. 

College Representative Visits               
The Guidance Department hosts College Representative visits throughout the fall. 
These meetings allow seniors and juniors to learn more about the college
admissions process, and campus life at some of our nation's best colleges and
universities.  Due to space considerations, daytime visits are limited to students
only.  There is a complete list of scheduled visits on Naviance.  Students who have
these schools in their prospective list of colleges and universities have received
email notification of these visits.  Students should use Naviance to sign up to attend
these visits.

Schedule of College Rep Visits

SHHS Athletics News
Men's Soccer
The Shaker men's Varsity soccer team won against Hawken (2-0),
both goals by Adams.
The JVA team beat Hawken (6-0),  goals by Bates, Blanton,
Goldman(2), and Young(2) 
 
Coming up:
Saturday, Oct. 22nd -Sectional Finals at Home at 3 pm.
Come support the determined Raiders soccer team!

SHHS Crew Took on the Niagara in Buffalo Last
Weekend
SHHS Crew team competed in the Head of the Niagara in Buffalo,
NY last weekend.  Even with strong head winds all day, SHHS
Crew raced competitively. Click here to see the results.
 
SHHS Crew Varsity members head to Boston this weekend for the prestigious
Head of the Charles Regatta. Good Luck SHHS Raiders! 

High School Swimming and Diving
Any student not currently involved in a fall sport and interested in joining the Shaker
Heights High School Swimming Team is welcome to attend Pre- Season OPEN
POOL sessions at the Woodbury Elementary School Pool Tuesdays and
Thursdays 3:45-5:15 pm, running through Thursday, November 3. Prior swimming
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experience is required. High School Swimming and Diving season begins Friday,
November 4. Please contact Eric Peterson (295-4163) if you have any questions.  

Shaker Athletics Website
Wondering about the schedule of fall sports? Interested in seeing
photos of the Shaker teams? Want to know who won a recent
game? The Shaker Athletics Website includes individual team
rosters, game schedules, results as well as athletic forms and
information about boosters. There is also a Facebook page and a
Twitter feed.  

School District News
A Message from the PTO Council Co-Presidents
Our children have been back to school for just over two months now, the teachers
and staff a little longer. We decided to take a peek back at what we have been
doing the last nine weeks. It's truly unbelievable. Our PTOs, teachers,
administrators, student councils and volunteers have hosted over 30 events in
those nine weeks. We started with Convocation and Welcome Back Appreciation
Breakfasts and moved on to Fall Picnics, Festivals and Fundraisers. We have
provided events to appeal to the whole family, to fathers and to students. We have
organized educational sessions and community engagement opportunities. Our
schools'  fundraisers to date have raised over $55,000 to help fund things like
eighth grade scholarships to Washington DC, free all-school family picnics, after
school enrichment programs for our K-4 students and 6th grade camperships and
this list is no where near complete.
 
This takes parents, teachers, kids, administrators, and literally hundreds of
volunteers and man hours. Thank you to each and every person who works so
hard to pull all this together. Our school district is an amazing community of vested
and caring people. We are Shaker!

Heather Weingart & Mark Levin

Want to Work at Shaker?
Join us for a Shaker Heights Schools job fair from 9 am to noon on
Saturday, October 22 at the Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community
Building, 3450 Lee Road. Representatives from our school
buildings, Transportation, Service Center and Security will be on-
hand to review applications and conduct on-site interviews. Fingerprints can also
be taken on site for background checks. ($20 cash only please). For more
information, click here. 

Newsletter Subscription & Publication
Information
The submission deadline for the Oval is Wednesday at noon. Any questions or
newsletter items can be sent to Fiona Payne. Have school news or submissions
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you'd like to appear in all eight Shaker PTO newsletters? Send it here by noon on
Wednesday. If you would like to subscribe to this newsletter, click here.
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